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What does it mean to trust God with all that you are?

The story of Abraham and Sarah, as told in the book of Genesis, teaches us about placing all
of our faith in God and trusting him with our whole selves.  We first meet Abraham in
Genesis chapter 11, although at this stage his name is Abram. We know that he was a
shepherd and he lived during a time when people believed in and worshiped many gods.  Yet
even within this atmosphere, Abram answers the call of God, and it is because of this that he
accepts and realizes that there is only one true God.

At the beginning of Genesis chapter 12, God asked Abram to take a leap of faith and leave
his home and country.  God makes Abram three promises: a relationship with God, numerous
descendants, and land.  Genesis 12:1 -3 reads "I will make you a great nation and I will bless
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing; I will bless those who bless
you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the people of the earth will be blessed
through you." 

These seem to be an almost impossible set of promises for God to keep!  Abram and Sarai
are very old to begin such a journey and having children at this age seems like a stretch.  But
the amazing fact about Abram is that he does what he is asked! There are no signs or
miracles; he has no scriptures or traditions on which to draw, so Abram has to place his trust
in this nameless God. Consequently, Abram has gone down in history as a man of
tremendous faith. As a result of his obedience, God changes his name to Abraham, meaning
“father of the people.”

The story of Abraham is about obedience to God - not blind obedience, because the Bible
stories tell us that Abraham frequently challenged God and asked questions. But in the end,
Abraham trusted this God who had made such extraordinary promises and in so doing formed
a very special and personal relationship with God.  

Within our community there are many wonderful agencies that seek to partner with families
and to create similar relationships based on trust, faithfulness, and dedication.  At Down East
Partnership for Children we are able to offer parent support programs that seek to strengthen
families with young children.  Parents are open and honest with our staff, and we work very
hard to earn and maintain their trust and respect.
 
How about for you?  Is it easy or hard for you to trust God?  What does it look like for you
to trust God in your everyday life? What would be your very first step in trusting God?  

Pray together:   Dear Lord, help us to have perfect trust in your protecting love and
strengthening power, so that nothing may frighten or worry us, for, living close to you, we
shall see your hand, your purpose, your will through all things.  Amen. 


